IS BLACKPINK THE BEST K-POP GIRL GROUP? (YES)
Blackpink is a South Korean K-pop group that debuted on August 8, 2016 under YG Entertainment with the songs Boombayah and Whistle. Blackpink is made up of four members: Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé, and Lisa.
From the very beginning, Blackpink captured the public’s attention with musical styles ranging from pop and hip-hop to EDM, with catchy rhythms and lyrics.
That is why songs like “DDU-DU DDU-DU” and “Kill This Love” broke records on various digital platforms. Today, Blackpink is recognized as a global icon, with its members serving as ambassadors for luxury brands such as Chanel, Dior, Cartier, YSL, and more. However, despite this great success, questions remain about whether it is truly deserved, with critics labeling the members as lazy, unprofessional, or unoriginal. Yet behind all these criticisms and achievements is a group of young women who fought day after day to achieve their dreams and share their art and talents with the world.
In 2019, Blackpink performed at the Coachella festival, becoming the first female K-pop group to do so. This event not only marked a milestone in their career but also symbolized the official entry of K-pop into prestigious Western stages. The audience’s reaction, singing their songs in Korean, showed how music can overcome linguistic and cultural barriers.
For years in the K-pop genre, girl groups were almost required to have a very feminine style, with cheerful rhythms and lyrics about love from an innocent perspective. Female groups were long overshadowed by male groups, standing out far less. That changed when Blackpink debuted with Boombayah, which featured a more energetic rhythm, less innocent lyrics, and a striking music video that matched the era.
Likewise, Whistle, their second debut track, speaks of burning desire and irresistible attraction, expressing love in a direct and confident way.
With Blackpink’s arrival, girl groups had the opportunity to move away from the “cute and innocent” style and create songs with more mature lyrics, stronger rhythms, and unique visual styles. For the first time, they stood out more than male K-pop groups. They were no longer forced to appear timid and innocent; now they were free to decide.
Blackpink did not achieve success overnight. Each member underwent years of training, overcoming obstacles to be selected and finally debut.
Jennie: She joined YG Entertainment after returning to South Korea from New Zealand, where she studied until the age of 10. She began her training at 14, which lasted about six years. Jennie described this experience as “cruel” due to the demands, constant evaluations, and competition among trainees. She mentioned that one of the hardest things was leaving behind all her friends who were eliminated after each test. “When you are young, you learn a lot about giving and receiving love. But being a trainee was only competition,” Jennie said in an interview. Losing many of her friends inspired her to push harder; each elimination meant another chance for her to achieve her dream. “I had to wipe away my tears and keep going.” Despite everything, Jennie had the determination to continue and fulfill her dream.
Jisoo: Jisoo joined YG Entertainment in 2011 as a trainee. She trained for five years before debuting in Blackpink in August 2016. Like the other members, Jisoo endured a demanding training schedule, but she managed without major complications. The real challenge came after debut, when she was labeled as “the filler of the group,” “the extra,” or simply “the one without talent.” This made her career more difficult, forcing her to prove herself twice as much as the others. However, Jisoo has handled these criticisms with great poise and has demonstrated her full talent.
Rosé: Her artistic journey began when she joined YG Entertainment after being discovered at a presentation in New Zealand. Rosé had always shown a great passion for art and music, encouraged by her father to audition as an idol. She trained for four years. Rosé recalls the most difficult moments she faced as a trainee. One of the hardest challenges was saying goodbye to her entire family in New Zealand. She explained how tough it was, being so young and having to take care of herself. Every difficult moment had to be endured alone, without her family nearby to support her.
Lisa: Like the others, her story began when she joined YG Entertainment in 2011 at the age of just 14. Her journey is one of the saddest, as she had to leave her life in Thailand to pursue her dream, supported only by her mother. Lisa faced many difficulties, not only adapting to Korean customs but also overcoming the language barrier. “I left home alone and went to a foreign country to become a trainee. I went through high-level training and had to overcome the language barrier.” Under the company’s rules, Lisa was forbidden to communicate with other members and trainees in English, as she had to adapt and learn Korean, making her training even harder. Lisa had to match the level of Korean trainees to avoid elimination. She shared how much she missed her mother: “Sometimes I secretly cry in bed because I miss home so much during those five years, but I don’t give up, and I’m sure you can do the same,” Lisa said in an interview.
Blackpink is a group that not only became known in Korea but is now recognized worldwide for their dedication to each song, the ups and downs they endured, and the massive hate they received. These experiences gave them the foundation to become the leaders of the third generation of K-pop, innovating with each release and making them the best female K-pop group.


