Should Halloween be celebrated or not in Mexico?
The debate over whether Halloween should be celebrated in Mexico has been a recurring topic in recent years, especially because it coincides with one of Mexico’s most iconic traditions: Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead). Halloween, originally from the United States, has gained popularity in many parts of the world, including Mexico. To address this issue, it is important to explore the historical background of Halloween, its relationship with paganism and Christianity, compare it with other festivals that honor the dead, and analyze whether this celebration represents a form of cultural appropriation in the Mexican context.
 Halloween traces its roots to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, celebrated in late October and early November. The Celts believed that during this time, the veil between the world of the living and the dead would thin, allowing spirits to return to Earth. Over time, this pagan celebration was absorbed by Christian influence, becoming the eve of All Saints’ Day, known as "All Hallows’ Eve," which eventually turned into "Halloween." By the 20th century, Halloween had evolved into a more commercial and secular event, focused on costumes, candy, and scary decorations.
 The pagan elements of Halloween, such as the belief in ghosts and the idea of dressing up to ward off evil spirits, have persisted in its evolution. In its original form, Halloween was not just a festival for the dead, but also for the harvest and the transition between seasons. These pagan components connect Halloween with many other festivals around the world that mark death and rebirth, though the modern meaning has distanced itself from these origins and has become more of an entertainment-based holiday centered on fear and fun.
 Christianity also played a role in shaping Halloween. As the Catholic Church expanded its influence, it incorporated and modified pagan celebrations, including Samhain, turning them into Christian holidays. All Saints' Day, celebrated on November 1st, and All Souls' Day, on November 2nd, are examples of this adaptation. Although Halloween has Christian roots, its religious significance has largely faded, particularly in its more commercial and popular modern form.
 In contrast to Halloween, Mexico's Día de los Muertos is a deeply respectful and spiritual celebration. While Halloween focuses on fear and entertainment, the Day of the Dead celebrates the lives of deceased loved ones with altars, offerings, and the belief that their souls return to reunite with their families. The aesthetics of Día de los Muertos, with sugar skulls and marigolds, reflect a view of death as part of the life cycle, rather than something to be feared.
 One of the most controversial aspects of Halloween’s growing popularity in Mexico is whether it represents a form of cultural appropriation. Some argue that celebrating Halloween in Mexico, especially in urban areas, diminishes the significance of Día de los Muertos and promotes a foreign culture with no roots in the country. However, others defend the idea that cultures are constantly evolving and that it is not harmful to adopt traditions from other regions if they are adapted to the local context. In some cases, Halloween and Día de los Muertos have coexisted peacefully, with people enjoying both celebrations without conflict.
 In my personal opinion, I believe that as Mexicans we have the freedom to have fun and celebrate what we like, however, we should not abandon or detach ourselves from our roots and culture. being able to peacefully enjoy both traditions, Halloween and Day of the Dead with due respect, accepting what is foreign and preserving one's own despite the fact that both celebrations seemed to have a similar purpose.
